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With  schools closed or open with reduced capacity, the power of

books to combat isolation, expand horizons and create a sense of

shared community is more important than ever. Connecting Young

Adults with books they will love can be a challenge but is integral in

creating life-long readers. This collection of titles, selected by

professionals, teachers and librarians alike is intended to inspire

students for their entertainment value, strong themes and

relatability. 

 

All the titles are available for loan online on Borrowbox, either via

their app or their website:

 

 

 

If you are not already a library member you can still join to use

eBooks, eAudiobooks, online magazines, newspapers, comics 

and other online resources. 

 

You can join online at: 

 

 

by emailing  

or phoning 

https://www.islington.gov.uk/libraries-arts-and-heritage/libraries
/join-islington-libraries

library.informationunit@islington.gov.uk

020 7527 6952

https://fe.bolindadigital.com/wldcs_bol_fo/b2i/

mainPage.html?b2bSite=5330



Kevin and Sadie just want to be together, but it’s not
that simple. Things are bad in Belfast. Soldiers walk
the streets and the city is divided...

Across the Barricades
by Joan Lingard

eAudiobook & eBook

A nineteenth-century boy from a Mississippi River
town recounts his adventures as he travels down the
river with a runaway slave.

Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn
by Mark Twain

eAudiobook & eBook

The war between good and evil reaches a shattering
conclusion...

The Amber Spyglass
by Philip Pullman

eAudiobook & eBook

The animals drive out Mr Jones and attempt to run the
farm themselves.

Animal Farm
by George Orwell

eBook

Anti, a quiet English boy living in Quito, Ecuador, strikes
up a friendship with flamboyant classmate Fabián, who
is everything Anti isn't.

The Amnesia Clinic
by James Scudamore

eBook



Life isn't easy for Margaret. She's moved away from her
childhood home, she's starting a new school, finding new
friends - and she's convinced she's not normal.

Are You There, God? It's Me, Margaret
by Judy Blume

eBook

The classic tale of a handsome, spirited horse.

Black Beauty
by Anna Sewell

eAudiobook & eBook

It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its
breath. Death has never been busier, and will
become busier still.

The Book Thief
by Markus Zusak

eAudiobook & eBook

The remarkable story of Roald Dahl's childhood.

Boy and Going Solo
by Roald Dahl

eAudiobook & eBook

When Lenina and Bernard visit a savage reservation,
we experience how Utopia can destroy humanity.

Brave New World
by Aldous Huxley

eAudiobook & eBook



A modern classic of friendship and loss.

Bridge to Terabithia
by Katherine Paterson

eBook

Brighton Rock
by Graham Greene

A gang war is raging through the dark underworld
of Brighton.

eAudiobook & eBook

Buck is living the good life in the soft South, when
he is snatched and transported to the savagery of
the Northland.

The Call of the Wild
by Jack London

eAudiobook & eBook

Catch 22
by Joseph Heller

The story of a bombardier named Yossarian who is frantic
and furious because thousands of people he has never
even met keep trying to kill him.

eBook

16 year old Holden Caulfield has been expelled from his
prep school.

The Catcher in the Rye
by J D Salinger

eBook



The survival story of a young boy and an old man adrift on
the ocean, then marooned on a tiny, deserted island.

The Cay
by Theodore Taylor

eBook

A riveting memoir of a girl's painful coming-of-age
in a wealthy Chinese family during the 1940s.

Chinese Cinderella
by Adeline Yen Mah

eAudiobook & eBook

Essential reading on any poetry bookshelf.

Collected Poems
by Philip Larkin

eBook

A tale of the Pacific Ocean.

The Coral Island
by R M Ballantyne

eAudiobook & eBook

Twenty-two tales from a master storyteller of the
twentieth century.

The Collected Stories of Stefan Zweig eBook



In 18th-century Gloucestershire, the evil Otis Gardner preys
on unmarried mothers, promising to take their babies (and
their money) to Thomas Coram's hospital for foundling
children.

Coram Boy
by Jamila Gavin

eBook

A  journey of adventure, romance, intrigue, and,
ultimately, redemption.

The Count of Monte Cristo
by Alexandre Dumas

eAudiobook & eBook

Fleeing from the evil Sir Philip Morton, Peter Brownrigg
finds himself on the wrong side of the law.

Cue for Treason
by Geoffrey Trease

eBook

A murder mystery novel like no other.

The Curious Incident of 
the Dog in the Night-Time
by Mark Haddon

eAudiobook & eBook

The story of the raid on the giant Moehne and Eder
Dams and the squadron of fearless airmen who carried it
through.

The Dam Busters
by Paul Brickhill

eBook



Good battles evil as the future of the world hangs in the
balance.

The Dark is Rising
by Susan Cooper

eBook

Bill Masen, bandages over his wounded eyes, misses
the most spectacular meteorite shower England has
ever seen. Removing his bandages the next morning,
he finds masses of sightless people wandering the city.

The Day Of The Triffids
by John Wyndham

eAudiobook & eBook

In Amsterdam, in the summer of 1942, the Nazis
forced teenager Anne Frank and her family into
hiding.

The Diary of a Young Girl
by Anne Frank

eAudiobook & eBook

The story of a Transylvanian Don Juan, the aristocratic
Count Dracula who preys on desirous damsels.

Dracula
by Bram Stoker

eAudiobook & eBook

Roman Britain: Marcus Flavius Aquila, a young
centurion is forced into retirement after a wound in
his first major engagement against a rebel British
tribe.

The Eagle of the Ninth
by Rosemary Sutcliff

eBook



The heartrending story of British boy Jim’s four year
ordeal in a Japanese prison camp during the second
world war.

Empire of the Sun
by J G Ballard

eAudiobook & eBook

A little boy turns the perfect crime into a work of art.

Framed
by Frank Cottrell Boyce

eAudiobook

A gritty, deeply moving story that shows how the human
spirit can triumph in the harshest of worlds.

The Garbage King
by Elizabeth Laird

eBook

The extraordinary adventures of a childhood in Africa,
recalled in rich and loving detail.

The Flame Trees Of Thika
by Elspeth Huxley

eBook

In trying to create life, the young student Victor
Frankenstein unleashes forces beyond his control.

Frankenstein
by Mary Shelley

eAudiobook & eBook



In a perfect world, Jonas begins to see the flaws…

The Giver
by Lois Lowry

eBook

Kitty Killin is the World's Greatest Expert when it comes to
mothers having new and unwanted boyfriends.

Goggle-eyes
by Anne Fine

eBook

Twelve-year-old Matthew is trapped in his bedroom by
crippling OCD. To pass the time, he observes his
neighbours from his bedroom window.

The Goldfish Boy
by Lisa Thompson

eBook

Nobody Owens, known to his friends as Bod, is a normal
boy. He would be completely normal if he didn't live in a
graveyard, raised and educated by ghosts.

The Graveyard Book
by Neil Gaiman

eBook

Eight-year-old Barney is willing to accept that the
ghost of his Great-Uncle Cole might wish to be
friends with him, but his family are sceptical.

The Haunting
by Margaret Mahy

eAudiobook



The intergalactic adventures of Arthur Dent.

The Hitchhiker's Guide 
to the Galaxy
by Douglas Adams

eAudiobook & eBook

Hilarious and powerful story about crime,
punishment and redemption. And holes.

Holes
by Louis Sachar

eAudiobook & eBook

Sir Charles Baskerville is found dead on the wild
Devon moorland with the footprints of a giant hound
nearby and the blame is placed on a family curse.

The Hound of the 
Baskervilles
by Arthur Conan Doyle

eAudiobook & eBook

How I Live Now
by Meg Rosoff

Fifteen-year-old Daisy thinks she knows all about love.

eBook

Children are forced to participate in the annual
Hunger Games, a fight to the death on live TV. 

The Hunger Games
by Suzanne Collins

eAudiobook & eBook



The wickedly entertaining inside story of the lives
and deaths of the Imperial dynasty from Augustus to
Caligula is told by their obscure relation, Claudius.

I, Claudius
by Robert Graves

eAudiobook & eBook

Can they lead her home before it's too late?

The Island at the End of Everything
by Kiran Millwood Hargrave

eBook

David escapes from a concentration camp and flees
across Europe. Who is David and what is the terrible
past that drives him on to travel alone?

I am David
by Anne Holm

eAudiobook

Journey to the River Sea
by Eva Ibbotson

It is 1910 and Maia, tragically orphaned at thirteen, has
been sent from England to start a new life with distant
relatives in Manaus, hundreds of miles up the Amazon.

eBook

Billy Casper is beaten by his drunken brother, ignored by
his mother and failing at school. For a brief time, he finds
one pleasure in life: a wild kestrel that he has raised and
tamed himself.

A Kestrel for a Knave
by Barry Hines

eBook



Omri and his father travel back in time to find Little Bull
and his people in deep trouble.

The Key to the Indian
by Lynne Reid Banks

eBook

Three children walked away from the cottages on
the edge of the town towards Berwick Waters.
Later that day only two of them came back.

Looking for JJ
by Anne Cassidy

eAudiobook & eBook

A plane crashes on a desert island and the only survivors, a
group of schoolboys, assemble on the beach and wait to
be rescued.

Lord of the Flies
by William Golding

eBook

Madame Doubtfire
by Anne Fine

Miranda advertises for a cleaning lady who will supervise
her children after school - and their father gets the job,
disguised as Madame Doubtfire.

eBook

An exciting, fast-paced thriller that shows the power
science has to change not just our lives, but our very
selves.

Maladapted
by Richard Kurti

eBook



A heart-stopping novel about power, survival, and
the devastating reality of war.

Monsters of Men
by Patrick Ness

eAudiobook & eBook

A breathtaking novel about fanaticism and a futile search
for Utopia.

The Mosquito Coast
by Paul Theroux

eBook

After Omri reads his great-great-great-aunt’s account,
he longs to try the key. And when his friend Patrick
comes to stay, nothing can stop him…

The Mystery of the Cupboard
by Lynne Reid Banks

eBook

Big Brother is watching you…

1984

by George Orwell

eAudiobook & eBook

Painfully geeky Noah Grimes thinks his best chance at
social normalcy is to strike up a romance with Sophie.

Noah Can't Even
by Simon James Green

eBook



Lyra's quest to rescue her friend and find her
father, aided by her daemon, an armoured
bear, and a witch-queen.

Northern Lights
by Philip Pullman

eAudiobook & eBook

Streetwise George and his big, childlike friend Lennie are
drifters, searching for work in the fields and valleys of
California.

Of Mice and Men
by John Steinbeck

eBook

The story of an old Cuban fisherman, down on his
luck, and his supreme ordeal: a relentless,
agonizing battle with a giant marlin far out in the
Gulf Stream.

The Old Man and the Sea
by Ernest Hemingway

eAudiobook & eBook

Here is the unforgettable story of a mental ward and its
inhabitants.

One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest
by Ken Kesey

eBook

What defines a family? That is the underlying
question in the life of Pony Boy Curtis.

The Outsiders
by S E Hinton

eAudiobook



Paddy Clarke loves his Ma and Da, but it seems like
they don't love each other, and Paddy's world is
falling apart.

Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha
by Roddy Doyle

eAudiobook & eBook

Lyra's quest to rescue her friend and find her
father, aided by her daemon, an armoured
bear, and a witch-queen.

Over Sea, Under Stone
by Susan Cooper

eAudiobook & eBook

Half boy. Half God. All Hero.

Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief
by Rick Riordan

eBook

The wispy Peter Pan flies into the lives of Wendy
Darling and her two brothers with Tinkerbell,
telling them about his home, Neverland.

Peter Pan
by J M Barrie

eAudiobook & eBook

Cameron is thirteen and desperately in need of a
heart transplant when a pioneering doctor
approaches his family with a startling proposal.

Pig-Heart Boy
by Malorie Blackman

eAudiobook & eBook



A beautiful and haunting evocation of life between the wars
in a Great English House, of lost causes and lost love.

The Remains of the Day
by Kazuo Ishiguro

 eBook

A remarkable journey into the hearts and
minds of two canine heroes, Snitter and Rowf.

The Plague Dogs
by Richard Adams

eAudiobook & eBook

The story of Thomas ‘Tommo’ Peaceful, a young
soldier who finds himself in Belgium, in the
trenches of the First World War, with his brother
Charlie.

Private Peaceful
by Michael Morpurgo

eAudiobook & eBook

Return of the Indian
by Lynne Reid Banks

When the cupboard door opens, Little Bull is slumped,
unconscious, over his horse, two bullet wounds in his back.

 eBook

A satire of sensationalist journalism and foreign
correspondents. 

Scoop
by Evelyn Waugh

eBook



When Omri’s friend Patrick goes back in time to the Wild
West, keeping the secret safe becomes even more difficult
for Omri.

Secret of the Indian
by Lynne Reid Banks

eBook

At thirteen years old, Adrian Mole has more than his fair
share of problems.

The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole Aged 13¾
by Sue Townsend

eBook

The story of an unhappy little girl, her invalid
cousin, and the healing power of friendship and
love.

The Secret Garden
by Frances Hodgson Burnet

eAudiobook & eBook

Takes you into a world of superstition, magic and
witchcraft, where the ultimate sacrifice might even be life
itself.

Shadowmancer
by G P Taylor

eBook

A short and witty biography of William
Shakespeare.

Shakespeare
by Bill Bryson

eAudiobook & eBook



A thought-provoking portrayal of a black girl's experience. 

Some Places More Than Others
by Renée Watson

eBook

A brilliantly plotted and masterfully told adventure
story.

Small Steps
by Louis Sachar

eBook

Homeless, frightened and alone, Link finds
himself down and out in London.

Stone Cold
by Robert Swindells

eAudiobook & eBook

Will's discovery of an extraordinary 'window in the
air' near the Oxford ring road leads him out of our
world and into the strange and unsettling
Cittàgazze.

The Subtle Knife
by Philip Pullman

eAudiobook & eBook

Kay and his foster-brother are living in the glorious
castle of Sir Ector amid the wild and beautiful
Forest Sauvage. They are given a tutor – the
magician Merlyn.

The Sword In the Stone
by T H White

eAudiobook & eBook



This  world of Fiver, Hazel and Bigwig, where the younger
generations of rabbits are eager to find out about the
heroic age which existed before they were born.

Tales from Watership Down
by Richard Adams

eBook

Plunge into a world of pirates, buried treasure,
mutiny and deceit.

Treasure Island
by Robert Louis Stevenson

eAudiobook & eBook

Nobody wants Tulip in their gang. She skives off
school, cheeks the teachers and makes herself
unpopular with her classmates by telling awful lies. 

The Tulip Touch
by Anne Fine

eAudiobook & eBook

Shoot all the bluejays you want, if you can hit 'em,
but remember it's a sin to kill a mockingbird.

To Kill a Mockingbird
by Harper Lee

eAudiobook & eBook

Penelope Tredwell is the feisty thirteen-year-old orphan
heiress of the bestselling magazine, The Penny Dreadful.

Twelve Minutes to Midnight
by Christopher Edge

eBook



The story of a long and perilous journey of survival

for a small band of rabbits.

Watership Down

by Richard Adams

eAudiobook

Unbearably weird... You have the foulest feet

ever. There are flies for lunch. A goat swallows

your opal. And you have lived before.

Unbearable!

by Paul Jennings

eAudiobook

When Colin and Susan are pursued by eerie

creatures across Alderley Edge, the Wizard –

Cadellin Silverbrow – takes them to safety deep in

the caves of Fundindelve.

The Weirdstone of 

Brisingamen

by Alan Garner

eAudiobook & eBook

The moving tale of a boy's extraordinary bond

with his horse during World War One.

War Horse

by Michael Morpurgo

eAudiobook

Where do you go when you can't go home?

Welcome to Nowhere

by Elizabeth Laird

eBook



Meg Murray, her little brother and their mother are

having a midnight snack on a dark and stormy night

when an unearthly stranger appears at their door.

A Wrinkle in Time

by Madeleine L'Engle 

eAudiobook & eBook

Two children stand up to a network of criminals in a

snowy England where the wolves still prey.

The Wolves of Willoughby Chase

by Joan Aiken

eBook

The classic English ghost story.

The Woman in Black

by Susan Hill

eBook

Born with a terrible facial abnormality, Auggie has

been home-schooled by his parents his whole life.

Now, for the first time, he's being sent to a real

school.

Wonder

by R J Palacio

eAudiobook & eBook




