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Year 12 Sociology – Summer Research Project
Congratulations, your year 12 exams in sociology have officially come to an end and now it’s time to embark on your next chapter… Crime and Deviance.
This unit is exciting, topical and most of all challenging. Students often assume that due to the nature of the unit, it will be one of the ‘easiest’. Wrong. There is a lot to learn in a short amount of time. On the plus side, this unit consists of several class debates and we explore case studies that are utterly jaw dropping. We also explore case studies that have in some way or another shaped our current law and society for example the Stephen Lawrence case and the Macpherson report. 
Your first year as a sociology student has fully equipped you with all of the fundamental skills and knowledge necessary to have a successful year ahead. It’s now time to put these skills to the test and embark on your very own research project!
When analysing previous cohorts of sociology at St Aloysius College, several students have chosen to go on and study criminology at university. Many insist it was the unit of crime and deviance that inspired them to do so, but what is criminology and how does it differ to sociology? Criminology is an area of sociology that focuses on the study of crimes and their causes, effects, and social impact. A criminologist’s job responsibilities involve analysing data to determine why the crime was committed and to find ways to predict, deter, and prevent further criminal behaviour. While some time may be spent at crime scenes, the majority of a criminologist’s time will be spent in either a laboratory or office, collecting and logging data to be used in criminal investigations and policymaking.

Over the next few pages, you will be introduced to your challenge. This is an independent challenge and therefore you will each have to hand in your final piece individually, therefore although some pair/group work can be necessary… ultimately you and only you, can be responsible for your work. 

Good luck!

Miss O’Donoghue


Your task:
You must choose one type of crime and produce a 2000 word report applying perspectives and incorporating some independent research exploring how and why this crime occurs. You can either decide to choose one of the crimes listed below or another type of crime of your choice. 
· Burglary
· Theft
· Domestic violence
· Corporate crime
· State violence
· Fraud
· Knife crime/ gun crime
· Subcultures/gang crime
· Drug dealers
· Terrorism

Ethics
Whilst conducting research can be exciting, it is essential that time and care is given to ensure ethical guidelines have been considered. These guidelines can be found on the following link and should be read carefully prior to starting your project. If you are unsure about any aspect of your research, please come and see me to discuss your options. 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/files/atoms/files/bps_code_of_human_research_ethics.pdf










Your report should be separated into sections and given the headings listed below:
Section 1: Introduction
Outline what crime you’ve chose to focus on, define it, and provide a few basic statistics to outline the extent of it.
Section 2: Theoretical context
Summarise how conflict, consensus and action theories would explain this crime.
Section 3: Research summary
Find at least three (ideally more) pieces of contemporary (last 10 years) independent research conducted on this crime – this might be by official government sources, or specialist criminologists.
Summarise these pieces of research and use them to evaluate the above perspectives (which are supported, which are not.)
Section 4: Methods section 
Outline what research methods you will employ to find out more about your chosen crime and the impact it can have on society. 
Section 5: Research
Conduct your research. 
Section 6: Research write up
What were the findings of your research? How does your research provide an insight into how and why your chosen crime occurs? Has there been any suggestions on how society can prevent this crime from happening? 

Deadline: First lesson back after the summer break – September 
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