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This piece of work is to be completed for the first lesson back after the Summer holidays.

NAPOLEON BONAPARTE

You are to complete reading and research on Napoleon in preparation for your A Level coursework, you should use both the textbooks provided and use any additional research you carry out.

In 1799, Napoleon was the most talked about military leader in France and already interested in a political career. His successes were remarkable and owed much to his intelligence and personality, but also to some favourable circumstances.  Your coursework will focus on one aspect of Napoleon’s career, but it is essential if you are to do well, that you understand what drove him, how he used events to further his career, how far his success depended on his own abilities and strengths, or indeed, what were his weaknesses. It is also key to understand the context of the period, the French Revolution to 1799, the changes that took place and the impact on France and its people.

You should read up on and answer, in detail, these questions:
· Read the synopsis of his career pages 2 to 3 in Rees and Stiles for context/ introduction.
· What impact did Napoleon’s Corsican background have on his career?
· What were the essential features of Napoleon’s character and personality?
· What impact did the French Revolution have on Napoleon?
· The Siege of Toulon 1793, write an account of the key events and explain why the recapture of the city was so important.
· Who helped Napoleon’s career during the period 1793-4?
· What was the purpose of the Directory, the new political structure created in 1795?
· How did the Vendemiaire uprising help to advance Napoleon’s career?
· How did Napoleon come to command the Army in Italy?
· How did Napoleon’s relations with the Directory change?
· Draw a spider diagram to summarise the strengths of Napoleon.
· Draw a spider diagram to summarise the weaknesses of Napoleon.
· Was Napoleon ambitious?
· Was Napoleon lucky?
· You do not need to know the French Revolution in detail, however, it is worth watching BBC .COM ANDREW MARR TELLS THE STORY OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION for an overview.
· You should also watch PBS NAPOLEON, there are 4 episodes, make notes as you watch it.

We will be discussing these questions and your findings in class, as we prepare for the coursework.  All work will be handed in to be assessed.




